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I took a bike ride down to the planting sites this morning to see how things
were going.

The first site was the Lily St Wetlands. The site was showing some signs of
inundation but it has largely dried out now. The plants are growing really well
and you may be able to see the grasses extending a fair way above the tops of
the guards.

This is the planting we did at the back of the wetlands the year before last. It
was unaffected by the inundations and as you can see the plants are pretty
healthy.

This is the view towards the main track from the tree where we stored the
guards and usually had morning tea when we were working at the wetlands. As
you can see a lot of weed has grown back. Much of the planting in this section
did not survive and I think our intention was to do some replanting this year.

This is the view from the track down into the wetlands. The trees are doing
remarkably well.

This is the section of the Wetlands site near the bridge. Very thick growth now.

This is the Woodlands site looking out towards the path. I took this picture
because there appeared to be regrowth around the tree in the middle.

Grasses at the Woodlands site looked very healthy.

This is the planting at the top of the Woodlands escarpment. Once again the
grasses are doing well while most of the plants in the guards are holding their
own (though some didn’t survive the summer).
I continued on to Tea Gardens and Canning Reserve. No photos as my phone
ran out of charge. The small planting area next to the palm tree (which
hopefully will be removed at some stage) was looking a bit sad. I calculate that
a quarter to a third of the plants have died. All other planting areas at the Tea
Gardens are looking good although 5 of the trees Martin planted on the grassy
hill have died.
The Education Garden is very lush and the saltbush has spread out almost
totally across the back of the site. Unfortunately much of the work we did
planting poas along the river frontage next to the Garden has gone to waste as
few now survive. Maybe shrubs are a better option.
The plantings next to Canning Reserve are doing really well and are vey thick. I
forgot to check to see if Melbourne Water had started rehabilitating the area
they cleared to get to the drain.
On the way back I had a quick look at the Friends of Steele Creek site which is
also looking very healthy. The Melbourne Water paths have been removed and
must be almost ready for rehabilitation.

